COALTION IN SUPPORT OF THE CHILDREN'S BUDGET ACT
1110 VERMONT AVENUE NW e SUITE 900 ¢ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

July 28, 2008

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator,

We, the undersigned organizations, write you today to urge your support for S. 3277, the
“Children’s Budget Act,” which was introduced by Senator Robert Menendez of New Jersey.
Over the past several years, many vital children’s programs have experienced funding
shortfalls, and overall, federal support for children’s programs is on the decline. In fact, a
recent report found that only one penny out of every new, real, non-defense dollar spent by
the federal government went towards children over the past five years. As a result, the share
of spending on children has declined by 10% over the past five years. These trends underline
the fact that, far too often, children are an afterthought in the federal budget, not a priority.

In requiring the President to submit a children’s budget, a detailed account of all the federal
funding for children and children’s programs, the “Children’s Budget Act” will help direct
more attention to the needs of America’s young people. Currently, even experienced policy
analysts have a difficult time determining how much the government invests in children, and
therefore how the needs of our children might better be addressed. The “Children’s Budget
Act” would ensure that children are given due consideration whenever the budget is
discussed, and would provide policymakers, program administrators and parents with a clear
picture of the overall federal investment in our children.

Already, there are several state and local governments who produce a children’s budget
annually. These budgets have proven themselves to be an invaluable source of information as
well as an easy and efficient way to improve the lives of all children. At the federal level, a
Children’s Budget would be simple to implement at no-cost and provide enormously
beneficial information.

We can all agree that ensuring the well-being of our children should be at the top of our
national agenda. Unfortunately, for too long, children have occupied only a peripheral place
in federal budget decisions. By creating a children’s budget at the federal level we can bring a
renewed attention to children’s issues and programs, and guarantee a fair look at our national
investment priorities. If we hope to do better for our children tomorrow, we must know how
we’re doing today. Children make up one-quarter of our population, but they are all of our
future.

We thank you again for your efforts and commitment to safeguarding the future of America’s
children and urge you to support the “Children’s Budget Act.” Thank you for your

consideration.

Sincerely,
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